


A Persistently Rural North Carolina

ǒ2nd -largest rural population in the nation with 3.6 
million people.

ǒ2nd -largest number of small towns <10,000 in the 
nation.

ǒUrban centers less dense and more dispersed - 24 of 
78 rural counties are within Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas (MSAs).

ǒRural communities more dense.

ǒ78 (of 100) counties & 403 (of 556) towns.



North Carolina at a Glance



Core Values

ǒStrive for Excellence

ǒPractice Authentic Leadership

ǒLead with Diversity, Equity, & 

Inclusion

ǒDeliver Meaningful & Measurable 

Impact





Summer Road Trip
ǒ Objective

ƺ Re-engage with partners
ƺ Share new research & initiatives
ƺ Hear about successful projects

ǒ Counties
ƺ South: Montgomery, Robeson, Wayne
ƺ East: Perquimans, Halifax, Beaufort
ƺ North: Chatham, Wilkes, Rockingham
ƺ West: Haywood, Macon, McDowell

ǒ Attendance
ƺ Meeting average: 35 attendees
ƺ Sectors: Healthcare, education, 

government, entrepreneurs, & more


