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A Persistently Rural North Carolina

0 2nd -largest rural population in the nation with 3.6
million people.

0 2nd -largest number of small towns <10,000 in the
nation.

0 Urban centers less dense and more dispersed - 24 of
/8 rural counties are within Metropolitan Statistical
Areas (MSAS).

O Rural communities more dense.
0 /78 (of 100) counties & 403 (of 556) towns.
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North Carolina at a Glance

[] Rural Counties

78 counties with an average population density of
250 people per square mile or fewer.

] Regional City and Suburban Counties
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3 16 counties with an average population density between
f 250 and 750 people per square mile.

| ] Urban Counties

6 counties with an average population density of
750 people per square mile or more.

Densities calculated by the Rural Center based on the 2020 U.S. Decennial Census.
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Core Values

0 Strive for Excellence
0 Practice Authentic Leadership

0 Lead with Diversity, Equity, &

Inclusion
0 Deliver Meaningful & Measurable

Impact
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Summer Road Trip

0 Objective

3 Re-engage with partners

3 Share new research & initiatives
3 Hear about successful projects

0 Counties

3 South: Montgomery, Robeson, Wayne
3 East: Perguimans, Halifax, Beaufort

3 North: Chatham, Wilkes, Rockingham
3 West: Haywood, Macon, McDowell

0 Attendance

3 Meeting average: 35 attendees

3 Sectors: Healthcare, education,
government, entrepreneurs, & more
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